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Act 19: Next Door
by Gordon Watson, Hope Church Sittingbourne
Do you know your neighbours? When you spot them outside their home, as
you head back from work or take out the bins, venture beyond the old 'hey
neighbour' nod. Take the time to get to know them, show a genuine interest in
their lives, and decide to help where you can.

"…Love your neighbour as yourself."

(Matthew 22:39 NIV)
At the end of our garden stands a huge green wall masquerading as a hedge.
We'd recently moved our family home to pioneer a new church plant and after a few
months in our new home we realised this huge green monster at the end of the
garden needed cutting back. Our next-door neighbour had kindly offered to lend us
his electric hedge trimmer, so I gratefully accepted. And one hot summer's day I
started the mammoth task of trimming back this imposing wall of branches, twigs and
leaves. Things escalated – I ventured in and out of our neighbour's garden to trim his
side of the hedge, I borrowed his ladder, we passed things back and forth over the
fence and we laughed together, joking about the size of the job.
I then visited our other next-door neighbour. She is well into her 90s and lives alone. I
offered to trim her side of the hedge too. So now I was roaming across two gardens
and borrowing several neighbours' garden waste bins to dispose of the cuttings.
Just as I was near finishing the job, disaster struck and the hedge trimmer gave up.
Clearly overwhelmed by the enormous task, it just sort of died! What would I tell my
neighbour?
There was only one thing I could do. I went online and found a replacement electric
hedge trimmer. I decided it would be nice to upgrade it to a more powerful one. This
decision certainly wasn't convenient, nor cheap, but as I completed the purchase I
felt a genuine joy within at being able to give my neighbour a brand new trimmer to
replace the one he'd entrusted to me.
It was painful to tell him that his hedge trimmer had died so I was relieved to hand
him the upgraded replacement the next day. He was genuinely overwhelmed and
decided that this new model would be ours to share.
It started with an overgrown hedge and now we have a communal neighbourhood
hedge trimmer and a shared story of struggle, teamwork and generosity.

Gordon Watson is planting Hope Church Sittingbourne with his wife Natalie, three children (and
dog!) and a growing number of local friends.
Gordon longs to see the church awakened and mobilised in its everyday mission to the world,
living life in the power of the Holy Spirit and believing God's Word to be right and true in our
generation.

READ MORE & ADD YOUR IDEAS

Choose how to complete this act...

GREEN OPTION:
How often do you say hi to your neighbours? Take that moment where you meet and spend time
getting to know them a little more.

YELLOW OPTION:

Invite a neighbour you don't know over for coffee or dinner.

RED
OPTION:
Tell them, 'I'm taking part in this daily generosity challenge called 40acts; is there anything I could
help you with this week?'

Tell us what you're up to today
Share your stories, ideas and adventures using #40acts on social media.
Hit reply to this email and let us know how you're getting on!

About Stewardship
We help you give and we strengthen the causes you give to. Since 1906 we have provided
advice, inspiration and practical tools to make it simple for people to give and receive tax
effectively.
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