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Act 16: Dirty Hands 

 
by Graham Miller 

 

Here it comes. The one we all dread – but also, the one with some real 

reward. Find a grotty toilet, take a bag of cleaning equipment, and make that 

thing shine. Walk straight into the inconvenient, the uncomfortable, and the 

grimy. Serve low today.  

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."  

(Matthew 5:3 NIV)  

Here I am, knocking on doors on a wet Saturday in South London… 
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Surely there must be some more strategic way to serve the Lord, some better use of 

my talents?   

 

I hope that this next place doesn't have a dog. I hope they don't start swearing at me 

again. I could really use a cup of tea.  

 

Maybe Olga at number 43 will be in. She always offers me a cup of tea, with lipstick 

marks on the brim. Then there are the dog hairs all over her old sofa; I hate dogs. I'll 

keep knocking.  

 

Oh good, Stefano is in. I did some shopping for him last week because he can't get 

out anymore. Great, he's inviting me in out of the rain, and he's made me a cup of 

tea.  

 

He asks me to help unblock his sink and whilst I set about unblocking we get to 

talking about the faith he left behind as a kid, and why I still believe in Jesus.  

 

We open up the Bible and I show him how it is reliable, how lots of the prophecies 

about Jesus really came true. I talk about God's personal love and suddenly he is 

crying and asking me to pray for him.   

--- 

Before he died Stefano invited all of his friends from the estate to our local church 

and he told them his testimony. At his funeral there were enormous numbers of well-

wishers who were deeply impacted by the faith Stefano had found in the months 

before his death. 

  

My idea of what is strategic and what isn't strategic is different to God's. We trust in a 

saviour who left heaven to be a carpenter in Nazareth to save us.  

Sometimes, knocking on an elderly neighbour's door in the pouring rain is the most 

significant action we will take this year. 

 



 

 

Graham Miller is Chief Servant at London City Mission. He lives in Wandsworth with his wife and 

two children, whom he tries to persuade to follow Liverpool Football Club. 
 

 

READ MORE & ADD YOUR IDEAS  

 

 

Choose how to complete this act... 
 

 

 

GREEN OPTION: 
 

 

Don't avoid the blocked up public toilet; give it a flush and a brush! 
 

 

 

YELLOW OPTION: 
 

 

Get in touch with a friend you know has a busy schedule. Offer to go over and do their washing 

up. 
 

 

 

RED  

OPTION: 
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If there's a student village or area near you, find a street and go door-to-door offering to clean 

kitchens. If not, ask a local family. 
 

 

 

Tell us what you're up to today 

 
Share your stories, ideas and adventures using #40acts on social media. 
   

Hit reply to this email and let us know how you're getting on! 

     

 

 
 

 

 

About Stewardship 

We help you give and we strengthen the causes you give to. Since 1906 we have provided 

advice, inspiration and practical tools to make it simple for people to give and receive tax 

effectively. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://stewardship-news.org/P3Z-66AUN-V65KOL-3IH2TT-1/c.aspx&data=02|01||cefabfb4fcd3475f920008d6af557026|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|636889178815700236&sdata=hRMhQgSxP9EfczjV8SWSnRkmIjWRRRQWHl/LcDiHf7U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://stewardship-news.org/P3Z-66AUN-V65KOL-3IH2TU-1/c.aspx&data=02|01||cefabfb4fcd3475f920008d6af557026|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|636889178815710247&sdata=7zgsLRsgQf3W8ZcCgsoroBjJZWcE6nfbjoQIVNHM6%2B4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://stewardship-news.org/P3Z-66AUN-V65KOL-3IH2TV-1/c.aspx&data=02|01||cefabfb4fcd3475f920008d6af557026|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|636889178815730256&sdata=sV6WbmtKM0LTo/ukmCW0FkKx6rmzaUrpT4ghGqcs3Sc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://stewardship-news.org/P3Z-66AUN-V65KOL-3IH2TW-1/c.aspx&data=02|01||cefabfb4fcd3475f920008d6af557026|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|636889178815740267&sdata=tw5k2N0dNezCpmLIUv1RacByv0e6SWetCvOGcFdFPIU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://stewardship-news.org/P3Z-66AUN-V65KOL-3IH2TX-1/c.aspx&data=02|01||cefabfb4fcd3475f920008d6af557026|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|636889178815750296&sdata=o1jL4tiiVdNGF2eeNwaMpOanRhU14hKB%2BhSlelncwMk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://stewardship-news.org/P3Z-66AUN-V65KOL-3IH2TY-1/c.aspx&data=02|01||cefabfb4fcd3475f920008d6af557026|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|636889178815760283&sdata=VLUgog4Z/tXoDkOb8kvWoe59SkGwAzjTyVcxdRwrkSE%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Change my preferences   |   Unsubscribe 

Stewardship is the operating name of Stewardship Services (UKET) Limited. Established in 1906. Registered 

charity no. 234714, and a company limited by guarantee, registered in England no. 90305. Registered office: 

1 Lamb's Passage, London, EC1Y 8AB  

Privacy Notice 
 

 

 
 

 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstewardship-news.org%2Fp%2FP3Z-8I2-83V65KOLBE-3IH2TB%2Femailpreferences&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccefabfb4fcd3475f920008d6af557026%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636889178815810342&sdata=S1tGKfd%2FH1q9%2FeE7kLMm1tTfzHmhwzeNSRRC2TAZh%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstewardship-news.org%2FP3Z-66AUN-83V65KOLBE%2Funs.aspx&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccefabfb4fcd3475f920008d6af557026%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636889178815820329&sdata=FOz8UCbhrQ71sv67VkxZm3w72LQLoFuQ0tItIFKWN%2FM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstewardship-news.org%2FP3Z-66AUN-V65KOL-3IH2U2-1%2Fc.aspx&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccefabfb4fcd3475f920008d6af557026%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636889178815830340&sdata=a3Fo3FByMqTEgM0rdTV7bNNE7wZTkFW5p%2Bsu1uns%2B3k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://stewardship-news.org/P3Z-66AUN-V65KOL-3IH2TZ-1/c.aspx&data=02|01||cefabfb4fcd3475f920008d6af557026|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|636889178815770293&sdata=yEJdGic3d0KYezEL4xy/K7X8r3rP6S0ar7VutA0w9M4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://stewardship-news.org/P3Z-66AUN-V65KOL-3IH2U0-1/c.aspx&data=02|01||cefabfb4fcd3475f920008d6af557026|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|636889178815790309&sdata=ybwK%2BLTGbL/5yZcfnRt7Hd1vLlItz5Sw3acMc%2Bq6KnA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://stewardship-news.org/P3Z-66AUN-V65KOL-3IH2U1-1/c.aspx&data=02|01||cefabfb4fcd3475f920008d6af557026|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|636889178815800338&sdata=Eb/sXU3RHuQb6N58CwAbYv5WQACKrYfJqxaia0t8Nh0%3D&reserved=0

