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Sean Ewbank, Pastor



      ST. THOMAS LUTHERAN CHURCH
9393 Church Road

Grosse Ile, MI  48138

(734) 675-0005; (734) 675-8807




Fax: (734)675-5068
Pastor Sean:  (734) 250-1655
Emails:  pastorsean@stthomasgi.com
office@stthomasgi.com
          Website: www.stthomasgi.com

THANKSGIVING - DECEMBER 2016
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Merry Christmas!


It might seem early for that greeting, but this newsletter announces the events for the whole month ranging from Thanksgiving through the New Year.


Our worship services will be as follows:

Sunday Nov 27 and Thursday Dec 1
First Week of Advent  - Theme HOPE

Sunday Dec 4 and Thursday Dec 8
Second Week of Advent - Theme LOVE

Sunday Dec 11 and Thursday Dec 15
Third Week of Advent - Theme JOY

Sunday Dec 18 and Thursday Dec 22
Fourth Week of Advent  - Theme PEACE

Saturday Dec 24 Christmas Eve 5:30PM and 10:00PM

Sunday Dec 25 One Christmas Day service 10AM

Sunday January 1st One New Year’s Day service 10AM

Consider making a commitment to be present for all services this month. In light of all that is going on now and with all the regular busyness that this season can bring, it will help to have worship center our spirits at this time. Check out all the other opportunities to serve and make a wonderful difference during this season. You are invited! Invite a friend!
Peace, Hope, Love, and Joy,
Pastor Sean
INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE –
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This year’s Thanksgiving Eve interfaith worship service is Wednesday November 23rd at 7pm.  
At Sacred Heart Catholic Church
21599 Parke Lane

Grosse Ile

NOTE:  THERE WILL BE NO THURSDAY 

CHURCH SERVICE THANKSGIVING DAY,

NOVEMBER 24 @ ST. THOMAS.
ADVENT
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November 27 begins the Advent Season!

Please join us as we prepare for 

the coming of our Lord.
SPECIAL MUSIC IS PLANNED FOR THE SUNDAYS IN ADVENT  
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December 4 – Picks & Bow will play.  A choral presentation is planned for December 18.    If you would like to provide a special music piece for an Advent Sunday, speak to Karen Skrocki.  Please join us!

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MUSIC PROGRAM WILL BE ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 at both the 9:00am and 10:30am services.
Sunday, December 11 immediately after church will be a Christmas bell practice for all Sunday School children who would like to participate in the December 18 worship services.  Sunday School will resume on January 8 following Christmas break.
WELCA COOKIE WALK
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The St. Thomas WELCA is holding a Cookie Walk on Sunday, December 18, following both worship services.  A sign up is on the bulletin board for those wishing to donate cookies.  All proceeds go to the Rev. Edward R. Aller Scholarship Fund.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DONATED TO THE FALL KITCHEN SHOWER!  
Quilters
Almost 100 quilts were sent to Lutheran World Relief on October 19.  Thank you to the Monday Quilters for all their hard work and to Chuck & Cathy Stallman for taking the boxes of quilts to the train cars in Detroit.   

Thank you to the many who bought quilts during the October Quilt Sale.  The quilters received over $1,200 - more than enough funds to purchase supplies, so they decided to donate much of the proceeds to the following charities:  Sacred Heart Food Pantry ($255), Mimi’s Mission ($200), ChristNet daytime facility ($200), St. Thomas Good Samaritan Fund ($200) and ARC in Wyandotte ($200).  Thank you Quilters!!!!

YOUTH NIGHT
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Dec 18 – Caroling - On this afternoon at 2:30 we will carol to share the Joy of Christmas with others! No Youth Night in the evening.  

St. Thomas Youth held an amazing luncheon on November 6.  Thanks to all who attended, $316 in a free will offering was raised towards their trip to Houston for the 2018 Youth Gathering.

The youth have been busy baking cookies for the December cookie walk and also for the soup kitchen in Wyandotte.  Thank you, Erin Shelton and Lori Bartos, for your help in reaching the goal of 25 dozen cookies for the cookie walk.  Youth families will also be donating cookies.
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Youth Night is regularly held on Sunday evenings from 5:30-7pm for 6th-8th grades and 7:30-9pm for high schoolers.  Youth Night will then take a break December 25 and January 1 and will resume January 8.

UPCOMING YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES:  CHARGE- A MIDDLE SCHOOL GATHERING March 24-26 2017 at Great Wolf Lodge Traverse City. Registration www.elcalivingwater.com/charge  Cost:  $90 registration fee if registered before January 16th plus per room housing fee of $129.00/night.  
The Elementary age (1st-5th Grade) program meets on the first and third Sunday’s of each month.  They will meet on December 4 and go Caroling on December 18, then not meet until January 15, 2017.
STUFF A STOCKING
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THERE MAY STILL BE SOME STOCKINGS LEFT AND TIME TO HELP “STUFF A STOCKING” – an opportunity to help cheer underprivileged children or isolated senior citizens in our local community.  Take a stocking (in the narthex) and fill it with suggested items from attached list.  Please return the filled stocking back to the church by December 4 labeled to note if it is for a male or female child, teen or senior.  The program is sponsored by the Community Resource Program of the Wayne County-Taylor MDHHS.  Seed money to purchase the stocking was received from Thrivent Financial.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
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5:30 pm & 10:00pm

    Saturday, December 24
Candlelight Worship with Communion

Children's Sermon

The Music & Message of Christmas
CHRISTMAS DAY & 

NEW YEAR’S DAY SERVICES

This year Christmas Day and

New Year’s Day fall on Sundays.

There will only be one service on Christmas Day and New Year’s

at 10:00am
MARV HOFFMEYER 

MEMORIAL SERVICE
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A memorial service to remember Marv Hoffmeyer, long-time dedicated member of St. Thomas, will be held on Tuesday, November 29 at 11:00am.  Marv passed away February 11.  All are invited.  A luncheon will be held afterwards in the 
fellowship hall.
CHRISTNET
Thank you to all who helped with time, food and donations for ChristNet November 13-19 at Grosse Ile Presbyterian Church.  St. Thomas’ night was November 13 and also some helped on November 17.  Thank you to Jeff Kline for his help in organizing this service to provide night time shelter for those in need.

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
· 7:00pm Thurdays.

· 9am  Sundays is a traditional worship service with all the favorite hymns you know and love.

· 10:30am Sundays is a contemporary worship service with all the contemporary music you appreciate.

· We celebrate Holy Communion at every worship service.

· 10am is our coffee hour so that people from both services can mingle together.

· Sunday School happens during the contemporary service at 10:30am.
· There is  fully staffed nursery during the 10:30am service!
· Youth Night is Sunday evenings  (SEE SCHEDULE IN THIS NEWSLETTER)  
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Wishing you a blessed

Christmas Season

From the Staff & Church Council
BAPTISMS
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On Sunday, November 6, 2016

Reagan Denise Strong was welcomed

into the family of St. Thomas by Baptism

Parents are Rick and Alicia Strong 
Godparents are Gabriel Trumble and 

Sarah Rhome
On Sunday, November, 27, 2016

We will welcome Kendall Riley Klein

Parents are Jeffrey and Lisa Klein

Godparents are Marcell and Sarah Klein

Grandmother is Paula Riley
OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST

· Thank you to all who donated to the Interfaith Diaper Drive to benefit downriver Fish & Loaves.  ST. THOMAS’ collected over 4,000 diapers in one month!!
· ST. JAMES 3rd ANNUAL THANKS+GIVING FUN RUN – THANKSGIVING MORNING, NOVEMBER 24.  8:30am – Kids’ Dash; 9:00am 5K Run/Walk.  Entry fees are free-will tax-deductible donations to support local families through Saint James Ministries, the Sacred Heart Food Pantry and the Spirit of Hope Soup Kitchen.  Register online at www.saintjamesgi.net .  Volunteer to help e-mail funrun@saintjamesgi.net.

· BOAR’S HEAD 2015 DVDS are now available for purchase at the Grosse Ile Hardware for only $15. These professionally filmed memories of the entire production are sure to be a big Christmas hit. Pick up your copy today!

· NEW ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKS are available in the tract rack in the narthex
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SHERLOCK HOLMES The Last Act is a one-person play written by David Stuart Davies about the great detective Sherlock Holmes returning to his original apartments after attending the funeral of his friend Dr Watson. Performed by Frederick Karn, downriver actor who is returning the stage after a long hiatus.  Penelope's Venue 12219 Dix Rd Southgate, MI. Friday November 18th at 8:00pm, Saturday's 2:00pm matinees & 8:00pm evenings, Sunday matinees 2:00pm. It will run four weekends, closing on Sunday December 11th. Admission is $15 & $10 cash for students & veterans.  Tickets can be purchased at the door 1 hour before performance time. Contact (734)709-6198 or (313)410-3903.
· SEAWAY CHORALE “CHRISTMAS REMEMBERED.”  Friday & Saturday, December 2 & 3 – 7:30pm – at Flat Rock High School community Auditorium.  Tickets $10 showtix4u.com  or 734-675-2459 or $12 at the door. $6 students.  www.seawaychorale.org. 
· GROSSE ILE MUSIC BOOSTERS DINE OUT FOR MUSIC – Buffalo Wild Wings, Southgate – Monday, December 5.  www.gimusicboosters.com
NOVEMBER -DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Bill Stevenson    

11/26

Chelsea Karrar      

11/26

Nolan Swamy      

11/27

Heather Holland       

11/30

Ted Holland       

11/30

Joan DeByle 


12/4

Kristina Smolak

12/4

Debbie Theisen 


12/6

Craig Tillman 


12/7

Seana Schade 


12/8

Marty Dame 


12/10

Bethany Karrar Corney 
12/10

David Kolodziejski 

12/11

Sue Brittain 


12/12

Olivia Flessland 

12/12

Emory Kolodziejski

12/12

Janice Hurschmann 

12/13

Lauren Sargent 

12/13
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Jack Trombley 


12/15

Jim Brittain Jr. 


12/16

Bill Sargent 


12/18

Chris Schade 


12/18

Michael Krzeczkowski 

12/19
Bill Sorbo


12/19
Zachary Schmit 

12/20

Jeff Zubke 


12/20

Maggie Arndt


12/21

Doug Kujala 


12/21

Jessica Mataverde 

12/25

Marta Fekete 


12/25

Jim Brittain Sr. 


12/26

Robert Malone 


12/26

Donald Fekete 


12/27

Gayle Mitchell 


12/28

Elizabeth Skrocki 

12/30
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NOV. 27 – DEC/ 2016 SERVANTS OF ST. THOMAS
	DATE/TIME
	GREETERS
	USHERS
	LAY READERS
	ALTAR CARE
	COMMUNION  ASSISTANTS
	NURSERY
	SUNDAY SCHOOL

	11/27/2016 9:00am
	Joan DeByle & Ethel Yops
	Matt Shelton, George Thompson George Nelson
	Marcia Aller
	Elke Malcomson
	Mark and Nancy Graver
	/////
	/////

	10:30am
	
	
	Denise Keeler
	
	Dan Sanquist and Rick Strong
	Allie Graver Abigail Long
	Nancy Graver

	12/4/2016  9:00am
	The Karrar Family
	Elke Malcomson Carol Davis  Gayle Withey
	Jim Schiesel
	Maryellen Nelson
	Corey and Darcie Bammer
	/////
	/////

	10:30am
	
	
	Becky Arndt
	
	Stu & Denise Keeler
	Cara Creutz
	

	12/11/2016  9:00am
	Bob & Denise Malone
	Al Skrocki, Sandi Loso John Shelton
	Maryellen Nelson
	
	Mark and Nancy Graver
	/////
	/////

	10:30am
	
	
	Healther Lakatosh
	
	Dan Sanquist and Judy Cemer
	Abigail Long Lennox Dauter
	

	12/18/2016  9:00am
	The Graver Family
	Stuart & Denise Keeler
	Sal Finazzo
	
	Corey and Darcie Bammer
	/////
	Christmas Program

	10:30am
	
	
	Ethel Yops
	
	Sandi Loso and Dan Sanquist
	Hailey Swamy
	

	12/24/2016  5:30pm

Christmas Eve Early
	Volunteer
	Judy Cemer and             Fred Karn
	Pastor Sean
	
	Corey and Darcie Bammer
	Volunteer

	/////

	10:00pm

Christmas Eve

Late
	
	Matt Shelton, George Thompson George Nelson
	
	
	TBA
	Volunteer
	/////

	12/25/2016  10:00am
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Pastor Sean
	
	TBA
	Volunteer
	No Sunday School

	1/1/2017   10:00am
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Pastor Sean
	Volunteer
	TBA
	Volulnteer
	No Sunday School



HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS!

The church offices will be closed December 26-January 1.  Phone messages & e-mails will be checked regularly. Should there be an emergency, please call Pastor Sean at 734-250-1655 or Carol Cameron at 734-934-1964.[image: image4.png]
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