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Worship Matters

I’ve been with you as your interim pastor for about three months now. To this point, I’ve mostly been in “observation mode,” just learning about St. Thomas, getting to know you and getting a feel for how you do things. Now is the time when I might make suggestions, observations, and encourage you to do things a little. This is not to say that particular local practices are necessarily wrong, but it is a time to be self-aware of our practices at St. Thomas, how that compares with traditional or standard practice in the larger church, and if there is variance between the two, to ask yourselves what the meaning of your local practice is, and if that meaning is enough to vary from what is the catholic (that is to say, universal) practice of the larger church.


From time to time, I will ask that we “shake things up” in worship (just a little bit!). As often as not, this will not be in order to innovate, but in order to align ourselves to standard practice. I will encourage us to worship according to the rubrics of Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the official worship resource of the ELCA. Why? A couple reasons: 1) Just that – ELW is our official worship resource, which means the vast majority of our congregations align itself to it as their script. As part of your hospitality to your new permanent pastor, it will be important that your liturgy is recognizable. You and they can talk about local variations, but it is important to be as familiar with ELW liturgy as possible, and to have a strong baseline from which to work. 2) While ELW is not perfect or infallible, as our official worship resource, it reflects best practice. That is too say, many qualified people worked for several years, with attention to the history of Christian worship, more recent ecumenical and contemporary developments, knowing that this resource will form the next generation of ELCA Lutherans. They took this responsibility seriously. 


There will be some changes to worship during this interim season. Nothing major, but tweaks here and there. Change can be difficult. We are creatures of habit, we take comfort in the familiar. Please know that the changes I usually advocate for are 1) Actually traditional practices that have been overlooked in local congregations, and 2) As much as possible, respect what is already in place, while introducing something new (or old that is new to a particular congregation.) 


If you find that you initially don’t like a certain change, two things: 1) Give it a month or so – you might find it grows on you! 2) Remember your churchmanship – Part of being the Church together is realizing we don’t worship according to our individual preferences, and no congregation is an island to itself. We look to what has nourished and edified the entire Church catholic, across time and space. This takes some discipline. 3) On a less lofty practice, please remember that for every element of worship you dislike, it be edifying to your neighbor. Again, part of being the body of Christ together.


Thank you in advance for your patience, your open-mindedness, your good humor, and exercising your churchmanship.





Pastor Bill+

ANNUAL MEETING

[image: image7.jpg]


The St. Thomas Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 28 in between the 9:00am & 10:30am worship services.  At this meeting we will elect new council members and review the 2017 Annual Report.

IMPORTANT NOTICE  

BEGINNING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 – THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT, WE WILL RETURN TO ONLY ONE SERVICE ON SUNDAYS AT 10:00AM.  THURSDAY SERVICES WILL CONTINUE AT 7PM.
EPIPHANY HOME BLESSINGS
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As the wise men visited Jesus at Epiphany, so it is traditional to ask a blessing upon the homes of Christians for the coming year during this season. Please sign up in the hallway, or contact Pastor Bill, if you would like to schedule an appointment to pray a blessing for your home for the coming year during this season. He will be happy to do it!

YOUTH NIGHT/SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAY SCHOOL – 10:30AM - Children begin in the worship service with their parents and are dismissed to class following the Children’s Message.  Upcoming lessons center around The Prodigal Son.
A YOUTH NIGHT – CATECHISM
Elementary 1st&3rd Sundays 5:30-7pm

Middle School/Catechism Sundays 6-7pm

High School Youth Sundays 7:30-9pm
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR FEBRUARY 11TH FOR OUR SKY ZONE NIGHT out for the youth groups!

CHARGE GATHERING- Please let Darcie Bammer know if any middle school students are interested in going this year to Traverse City to the CHARGE Gathering at Great Wolf Lodge.  We can begin registering now.  We will need 1 male and 1 female chaperone too.  If we register early there is a slight discount.  http://www.elcalivingwater. Com/charge
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SCOUT SUNDAY FEBRUARY 4
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On February 4 St. Thomas will observe Scout Sunday.  We have Boy and Girl Scouts in our congregation, and we are proud to highlight their community service and faith on this special Sunday.  Our Scouts act as greeters, ushers, readers, communion assistants, as well as do a small procession with the scout oath shared in front of the congregation. All those who participate in scouting are welcome to be recognized at the 10:30am service.  If you have a scout you would like included, please call or e-mail the church to let us know.
ST. THOMAS WELCA
Cookie Walk - The WELCA Annual Cookie Walk was held on Sunday, December 17.  $811 was raised to go towards the Rev. Edward R. Aller Scholarship.  Thank you Marcia Aller for chairing this event and thank you to all who donated the delicious treats!

Quilters - The Quilting Group included some of their quilts for sale during the Cookie Walk and raised an additional $100 towards the Aller Scholarship Fund.  Thank you quilters!!  They took a break during the holidays and will resume quilting on Monday, January 15.
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ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Our Lenten journey begins with ashes 
(for those who desire them) 
and communion for all.  
Worship is at 7:00PM
 following a 6:00PM  Soup Supper 
SYMPATHIES
Sympathies of the congregation are extended to:


The Southworth family on the passing of former 

St. Thomas member, Don Southworth, on December 11.


Lenaya and Fred Burchfield on the passing of 

Lenaya’s mom, Marilyn Prince, on December 17


The Sanquist Family on the passing of Dan’s father,

Frederick E. Sanquist, on December 25



Quilter Cathy Stallman and family on the passing of her husband, Chuck Stallman, on January 2
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

During the month of January we wish the following a very Happy Birthday!


Jenna Graves
             
1/02


Abigail Kurlfink
1/03
Joanne Reider               
1/03

Tate Dauter
             
1/04   

Kaitlin Karrar                
1/07          

Kyle Karrar                     
1/07

Robert Holmes              
1/10  

Ursula O’Connor           
1/10 

Sean Wahl                       
1/11          

Andy Wahl                      
1/11

Shannon Loso
              
1/12

Linda Parrill                   
1/13
Kennedy Crawford
1/15  

Kent Kujala                     
1/15

Kiernan O’Connor         
1/18 

Ava Benko
              
1/19 

       Jeffrey Kline                    
1/20          

Anne Marie Rock           
1/20  

Nick Cameron
              
1/21

Emily Perry                    
1/22

Justin Schiesel
              
1/26  

Judy Chestnutt
              
1/29    
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DONATIONS TO SACRED HEART'S FOOD PANTRY CONTINUES  
Thank you to all who have been bringing in needed items. The third week of each month the donations are taken over to the Food Pantry at Sacred Heart. Collected are non-perishable goods such as Progresso Soups and Campbell Chunky Meals (used by the older population to add to their Meals on Wheels food).  In addition to other canned foods, children's snacks such as small containers of applesauce, fruit, juice boxes, small bags of cookies, peanut butter & jelly are appreciated.  Paper products and cleaning supplies are items that are greatly needed that cannot be purchased with the Bridge card assistance program.
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We thank the following for providing Poinsettias
for our Christmas Altar this year
            Marcia Aller in memory of Ted Aller

Gayle Mitchell in memory of 

Carl and Dolly Geloneck and Donna Black

Joan DeByle in memory of Ken DeByle

Marge Noyce i/m/o Robert Fry

Pete & Sandi Loso in memory of

Dick and Val Carr and Pete and Elizabeth Loso

John & Cheryl Shelton in memory of

Margie Bown and Oliver and Rose Shelton

Ethel J. Yops in memory of

Robert C. Yops Sr. and Robert C. Yops, Jr. and

Ken and Betty Hoeft

Ed Allard in memory of Judy Allard

Agnes Kujala in memory of Doug Kujala

Bill & Andrea Stevenson in memory of Marian Skrycki

Judith Danzinger in memory of John Danziger and 
Bill Greig, Sr.
ON THE BULLETIN BOARD

· NEW DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for January, February and March are in the tract rack in the narthex.
· WE WANT TO THANK EVERYONE WHO HAS SUPPORTED ST. THOMAS THIS PAST YEAR with their time, talent and financial contributions and look forward to support from all of our members in the year ahead.

· 2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for pick up in the narthex.  Please watch for 2017 contribution reports that were emailed (or mailed for those who preferred) this past week.
· THE MEN’S LUNCH GROUP meets at Lloyds on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  
· A LADIES LUNCH GROUP meets now on the 2nd  TUESDAY of each month at Smokies on the Water at noon. 
· Downriver Dementia Education Brain Health Lifestyle and Preventing Dementia Workshops begin on Saturday, January 27, 2018 - Hosted by Atria Kinghaven, 14800 King Road, Riverview and held the last Saturday of each month.  Free sessions will include a complimentary breakfast or lunch. Breakfast begins at 9:00 am; Presentation at 10:00 am; Lunch at 11:00 am.  For more information, please call Karen Roberts 734-479-5900.
· “Seasons Of The Heart” Inter-denominational Mornings Of Prayer And Sharing begin on Tuesday, January 30th with Winter – A season of Contemplation and Courage: An inner call to quiet and strength!  10am – 11:45am at Sacred Heart Gathering Space.  For more information call Sr. Betty at 676-1378.
LADIES NIGHT OUT
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Ladies, Mark your calendars for Friday, February 2 for an evening out.  Plans are in the works for dinner (possibly at Truago in Trenton) followed by seeing the play “Emilie” at the Open Book Theatre on West Road.  Please let Betty Ruck or Linda Landis know if you are interested.
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

During the month of February we wish the
following a very Happy Birthday!
Aaron Bickel                  
2/03
Matthew Skrocki
2/05
Sonny Ouellette               
2/06
Cheryl Shelton                 
2/06
Emmet Kurlfink
2/07

Greg Brown                      
2/09
Tracy Sorbo
              
2/10

Charlotte Hayes      
2/13

Courtney Gluski              
2/19
Brady Kurlfink

2/19
Anne  Holmes                
2/20

Maggie  Holmes            
2/21
Collin Bammer                2/21
Greg Gover
         
2/21

Denise Ballantyne
2/22
Camden Finazzo       
2/22
Stephen Shelton            
2/23

Kendall Klein

2/24

Cara Creutz
       
2/25
Christopher Shelton     
2/25
Ron Mitchell
         
2/26

Nolan Klein

2/28
George Nelson               
2/29
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

9:00am Office

        Volunteers

7:00pmWorship

2

Ladies Night 

Out - Dinner & 

Theatre - watch 

for more details

3

4 9:00am Worship

Coffee

10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday 

               School

5:30-7pm 1st-8th 

              Grade

7:30-9pm High School

     SCOUT SUNDAY

       5TH SUNDAY

  AFTER EPIPHANY

5

9:00am Quilters

6

Noon- Ladies'

    Lunch @

    Smokie's

Noon - Men's 

      Lunch @

        Lloyd's

7:30pm Guitar

              Group

7

Noon- Ladies'

    Lunch @

    Smokie's

8

9:00am Office

        Volunteers

7:00pmWorship

  Noisy Offering

9 10

11

9:00am Worship

Coffee

10:30am Worship

Noisy Offering

10:30am Sunday 

               School

Youth Sky Zone

       Outing

TRANSFIGURATION

               SUNDAY

12

9:00am Quilters

13

7:30pm Guitar

              Group

14 15

9:00am Office

        Volunteers

7:00pmWorship

16 17

18 NEW WORSHIP

  TIME BEGINS

10:00am Worship

10:00am Sunday 

               School

Coffee

5:30-7pm 1st-8th 

              Grade

7:30-9pm High 

                School

       1ST SUNDAY

           OF LENT

19

9:00am Quilters

20

7:30pm Guitar

              Group

21 22

9:00am Office

        Volunteers

7:00pmWorship

23 24

25

9:00am Worship

Coffee

10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday 

               School

Pancake Breakfast

5:30-7pm 5th-8th 

              Grade

7:30-9pm High 

                School

    SECOND SUNDAY

           OF LENT

26

9:00am Quilters

27

7:30pm Guitar

              Group

28

January

SMTWT F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 910111213

14151617181920

21222324252627

28293031

March

SMTWT F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 910

11121314151617

18192021222324

25262728293031


ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Our Lenten journey begins with ashes 
(for those who desire them) 
and communion for all.  
Worship is at 7:00PM
 following a 6:00PM  Soup Supper 
JANUARY15 – FEBRUARY 17, 2018
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

No Quilting

  NEW YEARS

          DAY

2

7:30pm Guitar

              Group

3 4

9:00am Office

   Volunteers

7:00pm 

         Worship

5 6

7

9:00am Worship

Coffee

10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday 

               School

5:30-7pm 1st-

             8th Grades

7:30-9pm High School

     BAPTISM OF 

     OUR LORD

8

9:00am Quilters

9

Noon  - Men's

      Lunch @ 

        Lloyd's

7:30pm Guitar

              Group

10

Noon- Ladies'

    Lunch @

    Smokie's

11

9:00am Office

   Volunteers

7:00pm Worship

Noisy Offering

12 13

14 9:00am Worship

Coffee

10:30am Worship

    Noisy Offering

10:30am Sunday 

               School

5:30-7pm Middle 

          School

7:30-9pm High 

              School

       2ND SUNDAY

  AFTER EPIPHANY

15

9:00am Quilters

16

7:30pm Guitar

              Group

17 18

9:00am Office

   Volunteers

7:00pm 

         Worship

19 20

21

9:00am Worship

Coffee

10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday 

               School

5:30-7pm 1st-

             8th Grades

7:30-9pm High School

     3RD SUNDAY

AFTER EPIPHANY

22

9:00am Quilters

23

7:30pm Guitar

              Group

24 25

9:00am Office

   Volunteers

7:00pm 

         Worship

26 27

28

9:00am Worship

Coffee/Annual Meeting

10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday 

               School

5:30-7pm Middle 

                 School

7:30-9pm High 

                School

  FOURTH SUNDAY

 AFTER EPIPHANY

29

9:00am Quilters

30

7:30pm Guitar

              Group

31

December

SMTWTF S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10111213141516
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24252627282930

31

February

SMTWTF S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 910

11121314151617

18192021222324

25262728



JANUARY 14 - FEBRUARY 14 SERVANTS OF ST. THOMAS

	DATE
	SERVICE
	GREETERS
	USHERS
	LAY READERS
	ALTAR CARE
	COMMUNION  ASSISTANTS
	NURSERY
	SUNDAY SCHOOL
	COFFEE HOST

	14-Jan
	9:00am
	George & Cindy Thompson
	Corey Bammer, Adam Bickel, Dennis Creazzi
	Marcia Aller
	Tammy & Carol Davis
	Marcia Aller & Al Skrocki
	
	
	Marcia Aller

	
	10:30am
	
	
	Allison Schmit
	
	Dick & Gayle Withey
	Tammy Davis
	Anna Gartner and Wendy Brozek
	

	21-Jan
	9:00am
	TBA
	Judy Cemer, Fred Karn, Keith Lakatosh
	Art Wahl
	
	Marcia Aller & Al Skrocki
	
	
	 

	
	10:30am
	
	
	Erin Shelton
	
	Dick & Gayle Withey
	
	Tim Perry and Heather Lakatosh
	 

	28-Jan
	9:00am
	The Swamy Family
	Matt Shelton, George Thompson, George Nelson
	Maryellen Nelson
	
	Corey & Darcie Bammer
	
	
	 

	
	10:30am
	
	
	Bob Arndt
	
	Dan Sanquist & Judy Cemer
	Cara Creutz
	Tim Perry and Heather Lakatosh
	 

	4-Feb
	9:00am
	Jeff & Sherel Karrar
	Elke Malcomson, Carol Davis, Gayle Withey
	TBA
	
	Mark & Nancy Graver
	
	
	 

	
	10:30am
	
	
	Becky Arndt
	Marge Noyce and Heather Lakatosh
	Dick & Gayle Withey
	
	Tim Perry and Kathie Kline
	 

	11-Feb
	9:00am
	Joan DeByle and Agnes Kujala
	Al Skrocki, John Shelton, Sandi Loso
	Corey Bammer
	
	Corey & Darcie Bammer
	
	
	 

	
	10:30am
	
	
	Heather Lakatosh
	
	Dan Sanquist & Judy Cemer
	Cara Creutz
	
	 

	14-Feb
	Ash Wed
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Pastor
	
	TBA
	
	
	 


PLEASE SIGN UP TO HOST A COFFEE HOUR.

PLEASE SIGN UP TO HELP IN THE NURSERY AT http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090d4caaaa28a13-nursery1

LOOKING AHEAD

· Midweek Lent Services will begin February 21

· Daylight Savings begins March 11
· Palm Sunday is March 25
· Easter is April 1
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